History

ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL/PARISH HISTORY
 St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish was established in 1868 by a handful of Irish settlers in rural Douglas County.  In 1896, they built their first church building, which was destroyed by tornado in 1872.  They rebuilt in 1873, and then in 1899, that building was destroyed by fire.  They rebuilt in 1900.  Devotion to worship and God’s glory is the spirit of this place, the proven heritage of our parish.  The old school wing was built in 1960.  At that time there was an attempt to open the school, but due to financial circumstances the school never opened.  A parish center was built in 1966 and in 1969 a section of that was converted into a worship space.  In 1981 a formal church was built with seating for 450. In 1992 the school opened with 30 students in Pre-K.  They remained open for one and one half years and then in the spring of 1994 they closed the school.
 January 1999 - Fr. Ron and the Parish Pastoral Council began to study and discuss the feasibility of establishing a quality Catholic elementary school. We didn’t assume that it should happen, nor did we assume that if it should be built, that it would be easy.  We conducted many meetings; sent out hundreds of surveys and talked to everyone we could think of.  Those meetings, surveys and discussions have indicated that our rapidly growing community could be well served by a quality Catholic elementary school.  Based on those affirmations, it was decided in March of 1999 to re-open St. Patrick’s Catholic School.
 July 1999 - St. Patrick’s Parish Pastoral Council and Fr. Ron hired a Principal and Development Director to begin planning for the opening of a Pre-K-3rd grade school, and to create a development program to raise the funds to help pay for the parish and school facility needs.
 August 1999 – St. Patrick’s Parish elected seven school board members.  They began by writing school board by-laws.  They met twice a month for six months to establish goals, a mission statement, philosophy statement, and belief statements.  The school board acts as an advisory to the principal and pastor.  They also created and wrote all the school’s policies.  The board worked hand in hand with the principal and the pastor.  These policies were then put into procedures and written in the family and faculty handbooks.
 January 2000 – St. Patrick’s Parish organized a Parish Facilities Planning committee to create a master plan for the parish and the school.  A development board was created to begin making plans for a capital campaign.
 
March 2000 – The home and school association kicked off with its first meeting in March.  The Home and School Association is a volunteer service organization consisting of parents, guardians, parishioners, teachers and others interested in the development of the children at St. Patrick’s School. Their role is to work with the principal and school staff to support the educational program at the school.   
 June 2000 – Fifty volunteers worked for several hours to knock down walls, lay carpet, paint walls, and clean the school wing to prepare it for our five-day school program.
 August 23rd, 2000 – St. Patrick’s School opened with a three-year old program (19), a pre-kindergarten program (30), a kindergarten class (17), a first grade class (8) and a second (6)/third grade (2) combination classroom. One grade each year will be added until a full pre-K-8 three-section school is complete.

December 2, 2000 –The existing church, newly renovated now with seating for 700, was dedicated by Archbishop Curtiss.
 March 2001 – St. Patrick’s Parish began building Phase I.  This included selling and removing the Rectory.  We contracted with the Jackson & Jackson to do the architectural work and F & B to do the contracting work.  Phase I included nine classrooms, two restrooms, mechanical rooms, school and RF offices.  Expected completion date is March 5th, 2002.
 April 8th, 2001 - GROUNDBREAKING AND BLESSING – St. Patrick’s Parish had a special ground-breaking/blessing ceremony on Sunday, April 8th after the 10:30 mass.  Archbishop Curtiss along with representatives from Jackson and Jackson, our architecture firm, and John Flor from F & B was also in attendance.  Several other parishioners also participated in the groundbreaking.  It was also the formal kickoff of our seven phase parish master plan.
 August 22nd, 2001 – St. Patrick’s School opened their second year of school with a three-year old program (14), a four-year old program (16) a pre-kindergarten program (32), a kindergarten class (45), a first grade class (21) a second grade class (15) a third (8)/ fourth grade (6) combination classroom. One grade each year will be added until a full pre-K-8 three-section school is complete. 

 March 11th, 2002 – St. Patrick’s School moved into the new school building.  School stopped for two days to make the move.  This move required six of the nine classrooms to be used immediately along with room C/D in Boland Hall being used as the Computer Lab/Media Center.  The school wing was demolished and we began building the Pre-Kindergarten Center.
 March 17th, 2002 – On St. Patrick’s Day, St. Patrick’s Parish dedicated the new School building (Phase I) with the help of Archbishop Curtiss, Fr. Ron and Fr. Pat Petrasic.
 August 21st, 2002 -  St. Patrick’s School opened their third year of school with two preschool classrooms including: a three-year old program (28), a four-year old program (16) a pre-kindergarten program (64), two kindergarten classes (58), two first grade classes (45) a second grade class (24) a third grade class (17) and a  fourth grade (14)/fifth grade (5) combination classroom. One grade each year will be added until a full pre-K-8 three-section school is complete. 
 August 10th, 2003 - St. Patrick’s School moved into the new Preschool/Kindergarten Center.  The Center included: two preschool rooms, three kindergarten rooms, three first grade rooms, a copy room, a mechanical room and garage, a court yard and a parking lot.  The preschool rooms and the kindergarten rooms were fully used as classrooms and one of the first grade classrooms was used for extended care and as a teacher lunchroom.
 August 20th, 2003 - St. Patrick’s School opened their fourth year of school with two preschool classrooms including: a three-year old program (28), a four-year old program (16) a pre-kindergarten program (64), three kindergarten classes (68), two first grade classes (60) two second grade classes (53) a third grade class (30) a fourth grade (30) a fifth grade (16) a sixth grade class (8).  In the morning the 4th, 5th and 6th graders were separated and in the afternoon the 5th and 6th were a combination classroom. One grade each year will be added until a full Pre-K-8 three-section school is complete.
 August 23rd, 2003 - St. Patrick’s Parish dedicated the new Preschool/Kindergarten Center in conjunction with the celebration of our first parish carnival.  Fr. Ron and Fr. Pat Petrasic along with representatives from F & B and Jackson and Jackson were in attendance.
 August 18th, 2004 – St. Patrick’s School opened their fifth year of school with two preschool classrooms including: a three-year old program (28), a four-year old program (16) a pre-kindergarten program (64), three kindergarten classes (75), three first grade classes (75) three second grade classes (68) two third grade classes (60) a  fourth grade (30) (located in C & D of Boland Hall) a fifth grade (30) a sixth grade class (17) and seventh grade class (13).  In the morning the 6th and 7th were separated and in the afternoon the 6th and 7th were a combination classroom. One grade each year will be added until a full Pre-K-8 three-section school is complete with the capacity to hold 920 students.

Our new hires for this were a part-time Resource teacher, a part-time Spanish teacher, a part-time tech person and three additional classroom teachers.

August 18th, 2005 – St. Patrick’s School opened their sixth year of school with a preschool classroom including: a three-year old program (56) a pre-kindergarten program (64), three kindergarten classes (75), three first grade classes (80) three second grade classes (72) three third grade classes (69) two  fourth grade classes (60) (located in A & B and C & D of Boland Hall) a fifth grade (30) a sixth grade class (23) a seventh grade class (18), and a eighth grade class (15).  This is the first year that our top two classes are separated all day and this is our first graduating class ever at St. Patrick’s School.  

All the preschool classes are held in one classroom due to the need of adding three more classrooms without building.  We also put our second 4th grade class in Boland Hall rooms A & B and our computer lab was moved to the old music room to create a classroom for 5th grade.  We are expecting to move into the new academic addition in the fall of 2006.  If this doesn’t happen than we will need to purchase at least two portable classrooms.

Our new hires for this year were a full-time resource Teacher assistant, a full-time tech assistant and three additional classroom teachers.  We now have the following staff:
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We will be hiring at least two more full-time teachers and one Part-time librarian for the 2006-07 school years.

August 16th, 2006 – St. Patrick’s School opened their seventh year of school with a preschool classroom including: a three-year old program (56) a pre-kindergarten program (64), three kindergarten classes (75), three first grade classes (80) three second grade classes (76) three third grade classes (78) three  fourth grade classes (70) (located in three renovated rooms in Boland Hall) two fifth grade classes (57) a sixth grade class (26) a seventh grade class (24), and a eighth grade class (12).    

We hired added a third fourth grade teacher and a second fifth grade teacher.  We also hired a half-time librarian and three additional teacher assistants.  We purchased two mobile computer labs to replace the computer lab we made into an 8th grade classroom.  We hope to move into the new academic addition in the fall of 2007 and if that doesn’t happen we will need to purchase at least two portable classrooms.

Our staff has grown from six our first year (2000) to sixty-five (2006) and our student enrollment has grown from 80 (2000) to 620 (2006).

